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IN THE NEWS THIS MONTH

STORIES:
New Officers/Board Installed
Installation Night also Awards Night
Commodore’s Ball November 4
PITCH Volunteers Commended
Lighted Boat Parade Coming 12/2

OTHER NEWS:
• Club Scrub Big Success
• Club Calendars
• Featured Advertisers
• Commodore Callery’s Column
• Fleet News

NEW OFFICERS INSTALLED, AWARDS MADE…

On October 4 the Club’s new officers and Trustees were installed by Past Commodores
from our Club’s Past Commodore’s Blue Gavel Society. Outgoing 2005-6 Commodore Ray
Poorman and our new 2006-7 Commodore Al Callery briefly addressed the 50 or so Members
present, and then Ray presented a number of special awards for the year just ended.
• Boating Family of the Year: Will & Cynthia Lesh, and their children Robin & Lainey (Fantasia)
• Volunteer of the Year:- Trudy Kelsoe - (Mahalo)
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“Reset Award” for Exemplary Club Service:- shared by Terry Robertson
(Nanaloa) & Bob Kehoe (High Interest)
• New Member of the Year:- Steve Kersey & Gerry Rhea
In addition Commodore Poorman specially recognized several members for their
contributions in 2005-6:
• Jamie Ashton (Youth & Dinghy Fleet RC)
• Tim Mumford (Dockmaster, Dead Pirates, On the Water support)
• Jane Sylvester (Race Committee)
• Dale & Virginia Jepsen (US Sailing PRO's)
• Dick Grimshaw (Assistant Treasurer & Youth Fleet)
• Michele Hurst (PITCH and Membership Secretary)
• Terry Tavelli (PITCH)
• Mike Poulos (Dinghy/Laser Fleets)
•

…and the entire membership that contributed with their participation and assistance all
year long!

COMMODORE’S BALL ONLY A FEW DAYS AWAY…

2006-7 Commodore Alan and Past Commodore Karen Callery’s Commodore’s Ball is
coming up on Saturday, November 4 with cocktails at 6:00, dinner at 7:00, and dancing at 8:00
p.m. This is sure to be a great party, and you’ll want to be on time. No tickets? Perhaps there’s
a vacancy: Call Al or Karen at 676-0784 to get the word…

LIGHTED BOAT PARADE IS ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2!

Saturday, December 2nd (rain date December 3rd) is the scheduled date and 1700 (5
p.m.) is the time for our Annual Lighted Boat Parade to coincide with the Port of Bellingham’s
Holiday Festival at the Cruise Terminal, according to Fleet Captain Ken Malseed. We will be
decorating our boats with the traditional Holiday theme and showing them off in front of
hundreds of spectators at the Terminal, parked cars and pedestrians at Boulevard Park, and
residents on Bellingham’s Southside. We will have our review boat Deception (graciously
provided by Member Brian Pemberton of Northwest Explorations) in front of Boulevard Park
for the judging and a great escort by the Coast Guard Auxiliary and the Bellingham Fire
department’s Fire Belle. We then return to the Yacht Club for the Soup Fest. Prizes will be
given out for various categories of boats and plaques for every participating boat. If you want
to help decorate a boat, crew on a boat or help judge the boats, there is some place for you to
be; contact Ken at 733-1411. Help us “Sink the Dinghy” to benefit an organization for the
Holiday Season. Updates to follow.

FROM THE BUILDING & HOUSE CHAIRMAN…

Bob Kehoe reports that the sprinkler system project is now underway (perhaps you
noticed the marked-up pavement in front of the Club as the City figures out where its water
pipes are) and work should be actually starting soon after long contractor and permitting delays.
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Also, Bob says, “Thanks to all of you who helped out at the Club Scrub.” (see story above)
A lot of work was done by a hard-laboring gang who had fun…and pizza…and made our Club
shipshape.
Bob has also starting replacing the tilting-mechanisms on our lounge’s chairs so you no
longer will have that “oops, I’m falling over backward” feeling! The Club purchased some 70 tilt
mechanism replacements…

Isn’t great that we can do maintenance, and not defer it?

PORT OF BELLINGHAM COMING TO BELLINGHAM YACHT CLUB

On Wednesday, November 15th the Port of Bellingham with Director of Marine Service,
Dan Stahl and Squalicum Harbormaster Mike Endsley making a presentation entitled “The
Future of Boating”. As you can imagine, the scope can, will, and should be far and wide. The
topics will include future facilities for launching and storage, the lagoon, and any other things
that we might be able to come up with to coincide with BYC’s Future of Boating. We are very
excited to be able to get the two of them here and what a way to kick off our first monthly
informative meeting. We will be putting the hamburgers on the grill at 5:30 (for a $4 fee).
And the presentation will begin at 7:00. Bring your questions and ideas of other presentations
you want to hear about. See you at the club!
Ken Malseed, Fleet Captain

FLEET CAPTAIN’S COLUMN…

As your newly elected Fleet Captain, I would like to thank you for your support and
briefly let you in on plans for the coming year. These plans will happen with the great help of
the immediate support staff of Steve Hanson (wife- Hope) Power Fleet Captain; Dave Steffan
(wife – Kerrie) Sailing Fleet Captain, and Past Commodore Ray Poorman (Wife Sally) Youth Fleet
Captain.
To start off with, we will be having monthly meetings (except December) on Wednesdays
(Why Knot Wednesday –WKW) this will include a BBQ Hamburger Feed and presentation of
some boating interest (November 15th meeting the Port of Bellingham: See article above).
On November 18th we have our annual Sailing Awards Banquet, and what a great year we had.
December 2nd, will be our annual Lighted Boat Parade followed by Soup Supper, plaque and
trophy presentation.
Our Why Knot Wednesday/WKW meeting in January will be a presentation on marine
biology and the changes and impact on the plant and animal environment.
Following that will be our January 28th bus trip to the Seattle Boat Show chaired by
Jodi Erickson.
Other plans include:
1.) Seminars on buying, selling, cruising and racing boats.
2.) On the water training on power and sail boat handling
3.) Tie-ins with the USPS and USCGA classes
4.) Organized cruises in the local waters as well as perhaps Desolation Sound.
5.) Youth fleet programs tying in with lessons and competition.
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Now, I started this column by saying I would be brief. Please…don’t forget to come up
with ideas and express them to me or others on the board. Your participation and enthusiasm is
what makes OUR BYC what it is.
My overall plan with YOUR continued support is to attract new, active, boating members,
and to make our Club better known in the community. See you at The Club!

Ken Malseed, Fleet Captain

THANK YOU PITCH VOLUNTEERS!

While this note is a bit late in its delivery, the heartfelt thanks from PITCH co-chairs,
Terry Tavelli and Michele Hurst, are by no means diminished by the passage of a few weeks.
The BYC can be very proud of the caliber of regatta (and party!) that we put together and
pulled off, despite a wind range that wasn’t ideal. So the next time you’re at the Club and you
see one of these folks, please take a moment to shake their hand and say ‘thanks’. Their help
and dedication are very much appreciated. The volunteers included:
Susan Anderson (Registration)
Bill Apt (Registration and Shirt Sales)
Jamie Ashton (Race Committee)
Neil Bennett (Welcome Boat and Sunday Burger Maestro)
Michele Bodtke (Parking)
Jeff and Jeanne Butzer (PRO and Race Committee)
Al Callery (Awards)
Joe & Judy Coons (VIP Boat)
Ben Delzal (BBX Boat volunteer)
Dead Pirate Society (Friday Night Burgers and Keg)
Phil Dyer (Mark Boat)
Dick Grimshaw (Budget Whip)
Lynn Hamilton (Registration)
Steve Hayward (BBX Boat volunteer)
Dick Johnson (Bar King)
Dale & Virginia Jepsen (PRO and Race Committee)
Trudy Kelsoe (Race Committee)
Steve Kersey (Dinner Tickets Sales)
Floyd King (Mark Boat)
Tim Mumford (Parking and Mark Boat Driver)
Geri Rea (Dinner Tickets Sales)
Ray & Sally Poorman (and Tierney, Abby, Kayla)
Jon Seestrom (Grog Specialist)
Terry Robertson (Pit Boss Extraordinaire)
Jane Sylvester (Race Committee)
Vince and Debbie Rogerro (Race Committee)
Bob Snowball (Race Committee Boat) Missy Steffen (T-Shirt Supplier)
Jeff Vernon (Grog)
Rich & Carol Veach (Raffle Acquisitions)
Lee Wolf (Safety Boat Volunteer)
Jason Watson (Parking and Mark Boat Driver)
Domonique Zervis-Foley (Shirt Sales)

PITCH Co-Chairs Terry Tavelli, Vice Commodore and Michele Hurst, Trustee

PAST COMMODORES TO MEET…
Tuesday, December 19 the BYC Past Commodores will gather with their spouses and/or
guests to enjoy the new tradition of a Christmas Dinner at the Club. These dinners, of which
this will be the third, are a festive, no-serious-business gathering of PC’s who are there for
conversation, and socializing. Cocktails begin at 1800 (6:00) and dinner will be served at 1900
(7:00). PC’s should put it on their calendars now and can call Bud Peterson at 733-6868 if there
are questions.
4

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR…

Each year in September I get on the phone with each one of our Jib Sheet and Roster
advertisers/sponsors, and virtually without exception they renew once again, helping to keep our
costs down for publishing and printing and mailing these publications.
Please join me in thanking them for their support. As someone seriously involved in
boating activities since the late 80’s (and a boater all his life) I can positively tell you this is a
classy group of men and women who are seriously committed to quality services and boating
equipment. None of them are “rich”, and any of them could easily use the money somewhere
else. They are truly generous!
A simple “Thank you for sponsoring the BYC” to these advertisers will go a long way
toward showing them how much they mean to us. Thanks!
--- Joe Coons

COMMODORE’S COLUMN…

Chapter Two: It’s November. The dark is almost upon us. The leaves are falling from the
trees. The wood stoves are warming. But our clubhouse is clean and alive thanks to 41 members
who came together for our Club Scrub on October 14, made a great effort, got a little dirty and
ate pizza. Camaraderie is a wonderful thing, yes the work was work but the smiles and laughter
were magic.
Is your boat ready for winter? Oil changed, fueled up, clean and tidy? Mine is not
either! One more excursion before resting: Round the County is a race but more than that,
another opportunity to enjoy the empty, beautiful San Juan Islands, it is cruising but taking the
long way around without a motor. But wait!! Don’t forget the Commodore’s Ball. On November
4th, Karen and I welcome all members to a traditional dress up evening of dining and dancing in
the beautiful Emerald Bay. To further entice you, with the help of past Commodore Rich Veach
and his wife Carol, we have obtained a compliment of wonderful Washington wines.
Be sure to check out the fall schedule on our website. There’s the Sailing Fleet Awards,
the Tom ‘n Jerry Party, and the Lighted Boat Parade to kick off the Holiday Season. Yes, there
are plenty of activities at the club. Our committees are doing their best to keep the schedule
full. And as always, the committees are in need of help to continue making these activities what
you want. Please contact your officers or trustees to determine what you can do to help.
The upcoming holidays to me means spending time with family and friends, enjoying each
other. I find this a perfect time to visit the clubhouse because the clubhouse is the family
room for my home, it is here I meet with my boating friends. The place where everyone knows
your name, so please, when you see someone you do not know, be bold, let them know who you
are. Let’s grow our family at the Bellingham Yacht Club.
Fair Winds and Following Seas,
Alan Callery, Commodore 2006-2007

ABOUT THE BOARD MEETING…

Because of schedule conflicts, the October Board Meeting was held on October 26, one
week late. As a result, new member lists and other news is postponed until our next issue!
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CHARTS ON LINE…

Member Jim Langei sands along a great link to the Internet for free charts: Go to
http://www.nauticalcharts.gov/viewer/PacificCoastViewerTable.htm and you can access…and
print…any US charts you wish. Thank you, Jim.

RECIPROCAL NOTE…

The West Bay Yacht Club in Olympia has disbanded. Remove them from your lists.

REMEMBERING MARILYNN JOHNSON…

Past Commodore Dick Johnson’s wife Marilynn died in early October after a sixteen-year
bout with Alzheimer’s disease, during the last eight years of which she was in a residential care
center. On Tuesday, October 10, family and friends gathered first at Jones-Moles/Bayview and
then at the Club to remember Marilynn and give Dick their support and the sympathy and
support of our entire Club, as Marilynn loved the BYC and Dick, of course, is perhaps its most
loyal and hard-working Member. It was amazing to see so many people who cared for these
folks, and it certainly was a time for many great memories as we shared stories about, and
celebrated, Marilynn! Dick, of course, has the sympathy of the entire BYC.

OUR THOUGHTS ARE ALSO WITH PAST COMMODORE STEVE ROSS…

Commodore Al reports to your editor that Past Commodore Steve Ross’s mother passed
away after a long illness just before the Jib Sheet went to press. Steve has been down at his
Mom’s helping his family with this difficult time, and our thoughts are with him…

MOBY’S PUB RE-OPENS IN GANGES…BLAKELY I. MARINA RE-OPENS…

Moby’s Pub in Ganges on Saltspring Island is a favorite stop for cruisers in the Gulf
Islands, and after a five month hiatus it’s been reopened with new décor and a new operaror
(who has a long term lease). It’s open seven days per week year-round, and has a full menu7
including an all-day breakfast.
And the Blakely Island Marina re-opened to the public during the summer with a new
caretaker, and was open full time until fall; now it is open on Friday and Saturdays for fuel.
Meanwhile, there is transient moorage available, with instructions at the docks regarding the
check-in procedures. For further info, call (360) 375-6121. It is expected to be open fulltime again when the next boating season begins.

GET THOSE DUES PAID TO GET NEW MEMBERSHIP CARDS!

Members are reminded that your dues should be paid by October 31 at the latest in
order to get your new Membership Cards which must be used in order to be served at the bar;
the old cards will be refused after that date. If you have questions about your dues
statements, call Dick Grimshaw at 671-5985 or Joe Coons at 739-1528. And to all who’ve paid,
THANKS! Also you can get your card laminated: Ask the bartender to do it for you!
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RBAW REPORT
The BYC is a supporting member of the Recreational Boating Association of Washington [as you should
be…Ed] and member BJ Ursin represents us at its meetings, and files the following report…
COAST GUARD RECOMMENDS BOATERS MONITOR VHF RADIO TRAFFIC CHANNELS
The Vessel Traffic Service Puget Sound (VTS) is a marine traffic service operated by the United
States Coast Guard in Seattle. Also known as "Seattle Traffic," they provide navigational assistance to
the maritime community of Puget Sound similar to the methods used by the FAA in providing air traffic
control to aviators.
When out on the water, VTS wants you to be aware of your location and surroundings, including
other traffic. Monitor the Puget Sound and Canadian VTS VHF Channels to find out commercial traffic
you could encounter. Listen to VHF Ch. 14 for traffic reports south of Possession and Bush Pt., VHF
Ch. 5A for reports north of Possession and Bush Pt. In Canada monitor VHF Ch. 74 Tofino for traffic
in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and VHF Ch. 11 Victoria for traffic in Haro Strait, Boundary Pass,
Georgia Strait, and Gulf Islands. Recreational vessels (under 65 ft.) not required to participate but
being tuned in to VTS is free, and a great source of timely traffic information that could save your life,
loved ones, and property.
The Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Service has an excellent website with info for recreational
boaters. Go to: http://www.uscg.mil/d13/units/vts/psvts.html .
COAST GUARD ESTABLISHES ADDITIONAL SECURITY ZONE FOR FERRY BOATS AND ALL
PASSENGER VESSELS.
Post-Sept. 11 security zones prohibited boaters from approaching within 100 yards of U.S.
military vessels and tankers; and operate at minimum speeds within 500 yards.
The Coast Guard is now also imposing security zones in the vicinity of all passenger vessels more than
100 feet in length. This includes the Washington State Ferries. See the current notice below which
has been amended as noted above.
COAST GUARD SETS MARITIME SECURITY ZONES FOR PASSENGER VESSELS
The U.S. Coast Guard is implementing a 100-yard security zone to include passenger vessels
operating in the Strait of Juan de Fuca and Puget Sound. This includes, but is not limited to, the

Washington State Ferries.

Post-Sept. 11 security zones prohibited boaters from approaching within 100 yards of U.S. military
vessels and tankers; and operate at minimum speeds within 500 yards. The Coast Guard is now also
imposing security zones in the vicinity of all passenger vessels more than 100 feet in length.
"The U.S. Coast Guard is taking appropriate security measures consistent with the change in the
Homeland Security Advisory System level," said Capt. Danny Ellis, Commanding Officer, Marine Safety
Office Puget Sound. "We are working closely with local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies;
port leaders; and industry representatives to safeguard the security of the port, waterways, and
facilities." In addition, boaters are reminded:
•
•
•
•

Observe and avoid all security zones; information is broadcast on marine-band radio.
Avoid commercial port operations.
Do not stop or anchor beneath bridges or in the channel.
Stay vigilant and keep a sharp eye out for anything that looks peculiar or out of the ordinary.

Anyone observing something out of the ordinary should contact the appropriate law enforcement officials.
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THIS MONTH’S CALENDARS:
NOVEMBER Business, Social & Cruising
11/3, 11/17
Fri
Fridays at Five
Steve Moore, 201-8999
11/4
Sat
Commodore’s Ball
Al Callery 676-0784
11/15 @5:30/7PM Weds
Why Knot Wednesday Port Presentation See Story P.3.
11/16
Thurs
Board Meeting
6PM at Club. Al Callery 676-0784
11/22
Wed
Tom & Jerry Party
Dick Johnson 739-6690
NOVEMBER Sailing Races & Events
11/11-11/12
Sat-Sun Round the County Race
Michele Hurst 671-5797
11/18
Sat
All Fleets Awards Banquet
Michele Hurst 671-5797
DECEMBER Business, Social & Cruising
12/1, 12/15
Fri
Fridays at Five
12/2
Sat
Lighted Boat Parade
12/19
Tues
Past Comm’s Party
12/21
Thurs
Board Meeting
DECEMBER Sailing Races & Events
12/2
Sat
Lighted Boat Parade

Steve Moore, 201-8999
Ken Malseed 733-1411
P.C. Bud Peterson 733-6868
6PM at Club. Al Callery 676-0784
Ken Malseed 733-1411

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED ADVERTISERS
TRI COUNTY DIESEL MARINE is the area's most comprehensive dealer/servicer for marine
engines. Mike Rusk, backed by wife Lauri and the team of mechanics Paul, Joe, John, Mike W.,
and parts guy Wayne, plus a huge parts supply and fully-equipped tool and equipment
inventory make it a shop without equal in our region. Authorized by CAT, Cummins, Detroit,
John Deere, Lugger, Northern Lights, Perkins and Yanmar, they'll handle any Diesel job, from
an oil change, to a re-power; their experience means you can trust their work, estimates, and
followup. They understand "Yacht Quality" and cleanliness, too. Call them: 733-8880, or visit
2696 Roeder Avenue.
LFS MARINE SUPPLY is a great place to shop for the holidays! Whether you’re buying gifts for
the family boat or boater, or purchasing supplies to keep your vessel in perfect shape, LFS is
the store that has just about everything. For example, wonderful fleece clothing and fine
boating shoes and boots in their clothing section —– or the convenient and comfortable new
inflatable PFD’s in the safety section. And binoculars, weather instruments, Bradley smokers,
Caframo Stor-Dry for winterizing, and lots more: You’ll be amazed at their great selection of
stuff for gifts and boat care.. Easy to find, fun to shop, it’s LFS, at Coho and Roeder, 734-3336.
TIPPECANOE BOATS: The BYC T37 Fleet is building! Grimshaw leads the process, set to
launch in a few days. Four other T37’s are under way, a perpetual trophy is set aside for a BYC
T37 Regatta. Before that the fleet is anticipating a Spring series of practice races refining their
RC boat handling [sailing away from yourself is easy…the trouble starts when you turn and
start heading back towards yourself!] For more information about the T37 Fleet contact Ray
Poorman. Tippecanoe boats also builds a whole series of smaller free-sailing boats as well –
perfect for Christmas, carrying aboard for sailing in harbors or with the grandchildren. See
more at www.modelsailboat.com or contact Will at (360) 966-SAIL.
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2006-2007 BYC Officers and Board
Commodore Al Callery; Vice Commodore Terry Tavelli; Rear Commodore Terry Robertson;
Fleet Captain Ken Malseed; Past Commodore Ray Poorman; Secretary Meredith Ross.
Trustees, 1st Year: Michele Bodke, Geoff Chamness, Steve Hanson & Carol Veach.
Trustees, 2nd Year: Dick Grimshaw, Michele Hurst, Bob Kehoe, & Bob Snowball.
Past Commodores –IOBG
President Bud Peterson, Vice President Steve Ross, Secretary Dick Johnson. Meets Quarterly.
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